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SERMON | 


Preach' d at 


St Clements Evening-Lecture. 


The Firſt of July 1708. 
UPON THE 


* 
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Sacrament of the Lord Wupper: : 


" SxTTING 3 


; The Danger of not Receiving at all, as well as of 
Unwort y Receiving of-thar Holy Conimunion. 
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: 1 c OR. XL 29. = 

He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 

drinketh Damnation to himſelf, not dif, cerning the 
Lord's Body. | 
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:TO.THE 


f 


E following Sermon was'Preach'd at the Re. 
queſt of the Gentlemen of the Society tor Re- 
formation of Manners; which after much Impor tus 
nity, I ſubmit to the Publick for theſe two Reaſons. : 
ft. Ta ſatisfy the World, that tho' 1 have uner- 
taken the Practice of Phyſick, I do not decline the 
Miniſtry ; but ſhall as long as T live, by the hel f 
God, exerciſe the Function thereof for the good of 
Souls, as far as I can, without taking any particular 
Cure upon me, or interfearing with the Ofice of any 


Pari ſb. Miuiſter: And I have reaſon to believe, that 


I (hall do good in this particular in my way of Practice; 
for whilſt Thad a Cure upon me, I always objerved, | 


that I wrought upon the Staudbrs by as much as the 


Sick, when I had occaſion to diſcourſe on this Subject: 
And I ſhall not be wanting to improve it now as much _ 
as I did then, and I hape more, as I ſhall have © 

more Opportunities, according to the courſe of the _ 
World, of never failing to ſend for the Phyfician of the 
Body; however, the Phyſian of the Soul is fon gorten, 


and rarely call d upon till Life is deſpair d of 4 


have ſhew'd more at large in my Reaſons, for the uſe 
and conveniency of a Divine and Phyſian in the fame 
Perſon, for the good both of Soul and Body; to which 
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Io the READER. 

2. A ſecond and chief Reaſon for Printing this Ser- 
mon, is for the uſefulneſs and neceſſity of ſuch diſcourſes, 
conſidering how many there are, who never receive the 
Holy Sacrament at all, and how few receive it as duly 
as they ought, and the ſtate of their Souls. do require. 
Sure I am, could Men be once brought to a right diſ- 
charge of this Duty, nothing would pat a greater ſtop 
to the Immorality of the Age, nor anſwer more the 
true end and deſign of ſuch Societys ; for tis impoſſible 
for them to frequent ſo ſacred and ſolemn an Ordinance, 
with any ſerious and ſober Thought about it; but they 
muſt have ſome ſence more then ordinary of their Sins, 
and of the neceſſity of Repeutance and amendment of 
Life, as they hope for any Benefit by what our Savi- 
our Chriſt has done and ſuffered, to put us all in away 
of Salvation; and ſuch Reflections could never paſs off 
without ſome good effe upon them. 

J bleſs God for it, my labour has not been in vain 
zn this matter before; for as it i a Subject I have very 
frequently preach'd upon, and with much Pleaſure and 


o 


Satifaction, ſo it has not been without its Fruits in 


bringing many to the Holy Communion, who had lived 
long in the neglett of it, and others to a more frequent 
vſe of it, who rarely receiv'd it. God Almighty graut, 
that this Sermon may have the ſame good effett ; that 
ot only they that heard me, but every one that reads 
it, may be ſo convinc d of their Duty and Intereſt there- 
in, a; ne ver more to neglett ſo great means of Salva» 
an, _ AMER, Amen. 4 


þ Corinth, 


TY N hs, 
c 66626666; 
I, Corinth. Chap. Xi. Ver. 29. | 
He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat. 
eth and drinketh Damnation to himſelf, 
not diſcerning the Lord's Body. 


O perſwade Men to a frequent Communion, and to 
endeavour to remove their Prejudices and Excuſes a- 
| gainſt it, can never be a work out of ſeaſon ; conſi- 
dering the abſolute neceſſity of receiving that bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, by all who would pleaſe God and ſave their Souls; and 
conſidering how many do wholly abſent themſelves from ir; 
and how ſeldom others do partake of it. 3 RS 
I can hardly think, that any Man who profeſſes bimſelf a 
Chriſtian, does wilfully refrain the Lord's Table, either by 
continually turning his back upon it, or not frequenting it ſo 
duely as he ought ; but under ſome Pretence or Excuſe, which 
he thinks reaſonable and good: And I am fo charitable as to 
think, that there are only a few. (God Almighty leſſen the 
Number) but who being convinc'd of their Error, would re- 
turn to their Duty, and ſuffer themſelves to be no longer lead 
away by ſuch fatal Miſtakes, in a matter of ſo great Conceti 
to them, as the receiving the holy Communion. © 
Now amongſt the many Excuſes that are made, the Danger 
of Unworthy receiving, as ſet forth in my Text, is almoſt in 
every Perſons Mouth, that neglects this Sacred Ordinance * 
And indeed theſe Words of St. Paul, have been urged too far, 
as well from the Pulpit as the Prefs, ſo as to frighten a great 
many well-meaning Chriſtians (very ſtrict and conſcientious | 
in the diſcharge of moſt other Duties) from the practice of this; 
who miglit have recciv'd with much more Safety than e- 
e OS 
Therefore fot the Conviction arid Sati:ſaction f all fuch 
h FF Who; 
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| - NO 


; who have either really or only pretended the dread of Damma- 


tion here threatned for not receiving the Holy Sacrament... I 
{hall endeavour to ſet before you the true meaning andimport 
of the Words, and what may be juſtly infer'd ſrom them, 
for our Inſtruction and Direction, in ſo weighty a Concern. 
And iſt by Damnation, is meant Judgment, of which 
there are two kinds, Temporal and Eternal; the onereferring 


to this Life, the other to the Life to come; Temporal are all 


ſorts of Afflictions, whether of Mind, Body or Eſtate, which 
we are all exercis'd with more or leſs, in our Paſſage through 
this miſerable Sinful World, and which accompany us to our 
Graves. Eternal, the Puniſhments in the other World, 
which take place immediately upon the ſeparation of our Souls 
and Bodys by death and at the day of Judgment will be the 


Portion of both for ever in Hell. 

Now tho” the Vord here and elſewhere rendred Damnation, 
doth ſignifie both kinds, and both are threatned; yet the 
latter is only to be underſtood where the Denunciation or In- 
flition of the former does not anſwer the end defign'd by it; 


1. e. where Men will not be wrought upon to do their Duty 


as they ought, and their Holy Religion does enjoyn and re- 

uire-of them, by ſome Temporal Puniſhment, they muſt ex- 
pect to ſuffer an Eternal for it, where they will not take 
Warning by Judgment here, there will be a Judgment to 
come, when thegwill moſt dearly pay for all; but when Af 


 fliftionsand Troubles do lead Men to Repentance and Amend- 


ment of Life, ſuch have no reaſon to fear, or be apprehenſive 
of any future Condemnation ; for 'tis God's conſtant Method 
to puniſh us here, to ſpare us hereafter ; that 1s the certain 
end of all his Corrections and Chaſtiſements; and if they fail 
of that end, we have none to blame but our ſelves for it: So 
that in ſhort the meaning is this; He that eateth and drinketh 


 Unworthily provoketh God by ſo doing to afflict him with 


ſome Temporal Evil; and if that will not make him fit and pre- 


pare himſelf to receive the ſame more Wort hily; it will pro- 
volke him ro cut him off, and condemn him to everlaſting 


Miſery and Torment; and how juſt, nay, how Merciſul is 


ſuch dealing of God with us? when he might upon the firſt 
/ n 


appoint us our Portion with the Damned, does yet ſpare, and 
lays a Temporal Puniſhment where he might inflict an Eternal; 
nay, who will never Damn us for ever, for any thing that a 
lefier.Infliction will correct and amend in us; ſo that Temporal 
Judgment is meant here in the firſt place, and Eternal only 
to be underſtood, when that is in vain, and to no purpoſe. _ 
Otherwiſe there would be no room for Repentance; for if 
upon every act of Unworthy receiving, we receiv'd our 
Damnation, it would be in vain to repent; but God forbid 
that it ſhould beſo; in ſuch a Caſe the beſt of us would be 
in a miſerable Condition: For who can ſay he has receiv'd 
it Worthily? nay, who can fay he has not receiv'd it Unwor- 
_ thily? for my part | dare not; and yet 1 hope for Mercy; 
and that as Repentance will obtain me the Pardon of any 
other Sin, thro' the Merits of my Saviour, ſo it will the For- 


iveneſs of this; and if I preach the ſame Doctrine to you, 1 


do but what I am perſwaded I have a Commiſſion for from 
the great Inſtitution of this bleſſed Sacramenr, Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord; 2vho came not to call the Ribgteous but Sinners to 
Repentance, and who himſelf reil: us, The whole have no need 
of a Phyſician, but they that are ſichè; and particularly calls 
ſuch to this Divine Banquet for Health and Salvation. Come 
unto me all ye that travel and are beauy laden, and I will 
refreſh you. Mat. 11. 28. : „ Sag: 

I know but of two Sins unpardonable in Holy Scripture, 
the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and Final Apoſtocy; and I 
know that the Reaſon why they were fo, was, becauſe they 
were paſt Repentance, and ſo could not be pardon'd, becauſe 
they could not be repented of. But I truſt in God, that there 
are none of you that hear me this day, but may have the 


Grace both to repent of not receiving at all, and of not re- 


ceiving ſo well as you might and ought. to have done; and 
that God out of his abundant Mercy, will accept of ſuch your 
| Repentance, and and for Chriſt's ſake forgive your paſt ne- 
glect and unpreparednef;, if you do. bur endeavour duly to 
receive the fame, and as Worthily as you can for the future: 
jt 7 was for this end the Holy Sacra nent was inſtituted, to re- 


A 4 new 


act of our Irreverence and Prophanation of that Holy Mypery, 


/ | 


—— 


(8) 
we fellaway from our Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant : for this 


Supper, very well foreſeeing how often we ſhould have oc- 


to haveenjoyn'd usto do a thing to no purpoſe for there is 
no reverſing the Sentence of Damnation, when that is once 
paſt, all that we can do will ſignify nothing to avert it: Nay, 
it were to have enjoyn'd us the doing of a thing, which would 
but inſure our Damnation the more; which far be it from us 
to think of our Merciful Redeemer who laid down his Life to 
ſave us. | Dn 
But I would not be miſtaken, as tho? I ſhou'd give you any 
Encouragement hereby, to be careleſs in your preparation for 
the Sacrament ; or in the leaſt ro think, that there was no 
great neceſſity of Wortby, or any great danger of Unworthy 
receiving; by telling you, that there is Repentance for both, 
and Pardon ; and therefore I muſt acquaint you withal, that 
without Repentance God will never forgive us, and without 
it we ſhall not only receive no Benefit by that holy Sacrament, 
but add to the number of our Sins: And if we do not repent 
to day, how do we know that we ſhall ever have another Op- 


Hour to an end, much leſs from one Communion to another; 
and if it ſhould happen that we dyed before we repented, ot 
receiv d that holy Sacrament, what would become of us then? 
we were undone {or ever, for ever Damn'd : Beſides, ſup- 
poling we ſhou d live, and yet cou'd not repent, we were in 


repent when we pleaſe ; for beſides the uncertainty of having 
time and opportunity for it; Repentance is the gift of God as 


and Repentance is the Gift of Sanctiſying Grace, as Pardon 
is of Juſtifying. Tf peradventure God will give them Repentance, 
ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 2. ver. 25. ſo that if it be certain 
whether God will give Repentance, if it paſt all * 

| that 


new us by Repentance and receiving thereof, when by Sin 
purpoſe our bleſſed Saviour injoins us often to partake of his 
caſion for it; which he wauld not have done, had every act 


of our Unwort hy receiving brought Damnation upon us in the 
latt er Senſe, and doom'd us to everlaſting Miſery; That were 


„ e ne e pan &g 


portunity: We cannot promiſe our ſelves to live a Day, an 


the ſame miſerable Condition; and let me tell you, we can't 


well as Pardon; for he and be only is the Giver of all Grace, 


7 „ . 
chat no Man can give it himſelf when he pleaſes: To Jay if 


you will bear bis Voice harden not your hearts, ſays the Pſalmiſf; 
and therefore the beſt and ſureſt way, is for every one to em- 
| brace the preſent opportunity, and prepare himſelf as well as 
he can to approach that holy Table: and then he need not 
tear but to have the Grace of God to lead him to Repentance, 
and the Merits of his Saviour, to ſupply the defects of his Per- 


formance. The Sum of all is this, our Saviour has com- 


manded us to receive the Sacrament of his Suppper; and St. 
Paul tells us, how we are to fit and prepare our ſelves for it, 
as we would receive the Benefits of it; and to make us More 
careful about it, he ſets before us the danger of Unworthy re- 
ceiving, and gives us an inſtance thereof in the Corinthians ; 
by which it is plain, that the contempt of this Duty, and not 
performing it as we ought, does provoke God to ſend his Judg- 


ments upon us; and that thoſe Judgments are deſign id to lead | 


us to Repentance and Amendment of Life; and that if they 
have not that effect upon us, Damnation will certainly follow. 
To clear this Text ſtill more: We muſt conſider what 


thoſe Sins were, which rendred the Corinthians ſo Unworthy 


of that holy Commuion ; and what thoſe Puniſhments were 
which they ſuffered for it; and then how far their Cafe may 
concern us, for the Sins and Puniſhments of Men are recorded 
in Scripture for our Warning: And indeed the Sins of the 
Corinthians in this particular, were exceeding great. 

1ſt, They were guilty of Schiſm, divided themſelves into 
Parties, and received the Sacrament ſeparate from one ano- 
ther; a thing contrary to the very Nature of the Sacrament, 
which is calld the Communion, from that Love and Unity 
there ought to be among all that partake of it: and contrary 
to the intent of our bleſſed Lord, that it ſhould be free and 
common to all; for whatever difference there be among Men 
at other times as to their outward Circumſtances and Condi- 


tions; and whatever diſtance was to be kept in other places 


betwixt High and Low, Rich and Poor; all was to be laid 
aſide at that Table, where there is no reſpect of Perſons z 


which they might have ſeen very plainly, in that our Saviour 


provided but one Table, and the ſame Bread and Wine for 
es | all: 
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to one another; 


Name, they perverted the very end and deſign of it, by their 


yea ge” ney = rage: 


not to be Condemmed in the World co come. 


all: But contrary to this, the Rich excluded the Poor às bes 


low them to eat at the ſame Table; not conſidering that the 


pooreſt Beggar was not ſo much beneath them, as they were 


beneath Chriſt; and yet that he ſhould think no ſcorn to ſit 
and feaſt with them; What Reaſon had they then ſo much 


ro deſpiſe and undervalue them? but in ſuch certainly, was 
that of the Bleſſed Virgin truly verifyed, He hath filed the 


Hungry with good things, and the Rich he bath ſent empty 


aw Luke 1. 53. 
They were guilty of that Intemperance and Exceſs, 


ha when they came to the Lord's Table, they were inca- 


pable of receiving with any reverence, incapable of diſtin- 


guſhing between it and their common Meal; and ſome of them 
that were ſo full when they took the Lord's Supper, that they 
threw it up again: Which procecded from the Abuſe of a very 

20d Cuſtom then in practice, to have Entertainments call'd 
Agape, or Love Feaſts, provided at every ones Charge, ac- 
cording to their Abilities, and common to all; at which every 
one moderately refreſhed himſelf, and afterwards receiv 'd the 
Sacramenr, and what could be a more ſuitable Preparative 
than ſuch an Entertainment; for that which was both the 
greateſt Token of our Saviour's Love to us, and deſign'd by 
him to be the greateſt indication of our Love to him, and 
But the Corinthians tho? they retain'd the 


Diviſions, and intemperate uſe of ir, 
Now could any thing be a greater Prophanation of that 


Holy Myſtery? cou'd any thing render Men more Uaworthy 
than ſuch Diſorders ? cou'd any thing deſerve Damnation, 
more, take it in the ſtricteſt Senſe ; and yet? you wall find 
that God only afflicted them with Temporal Puniſhments for 
all their Profanation and Abuſe of it: For this cauſe, ſays the 


_ Apoſtle in the following Verſe, Many are weak and ſickly 


among jou, and many ſl-ep ; and he forewarns them to Julge 


themſelves, i. e. to acknowledge the juſt Judgment ot God 
upon them for their U3worthineſs, to repent and amend of 
it as they expected to eſcape a heavier Judgment hereafter, and 


Mow 


| EW 

Now then let us in the next place ſee how their Caſe * 
concern us, for it will ſignify nothing to pretend ſuch a Preſi- 
dent for our Excuſe, if our Caſe be not the very ſame; for 


where we meet with the like Texts in Scripture, we are to ex- 


amine to whom they were ſpoken and denounc'd againſt, and 
what their Sins and Provocations were? And then if we 
find were guilty of the ſame oy we may juſtly expect the 
ſame Puniſhment. 

Bur 1ſt, There are-none now a days, chat can bs guilty 
of ſuch Diſorders among us: For we have no ſuch things ag 


| thoſe Love Feaſts; they have been laid aſide many ages ago; 
we receive in the Morning and that for the moſt part faſting, 


which was enjoyn'd the Chriſtians upon the Diſorder of thoſe 
Entertainments, and upon their laying aſide; we have but 
one Table in every Church; at which all receive without any 
diſtinction, and they are particularly forbidden to come, who 
are not in /ove and charity with all the World; fo that however 
we may profane thoſe Holy Myſteries now, we can neither 
do it in that manner, nor to that Degree the Corinthians 
did; and eee are ſecure from the Peaalty upon that 
Score. 

But you will ay, tho we may not he guilty of thoſe Sins 
the Corinthians were chargeable withal, yer may we not be 
guilty of other Sins, that may render us Unwerthy, and to 
receive with them upon our Souls, may make us as liable to 
Damnation as ever they were; and therefore it is later not to 
receive at all, and ſo avoid the danger. | 

To which Lanſwer ; Yes certainly; We nor * may, by 
God knows, are guilry of many Sins, which render us very 
Unworthy ot the Lord's Table: What then? It we do not re- 
pent of thoſe Sins, will not the Danger be the ſame? no doubt 


of it ; Damnation is as much due to every Sin that we com- 


mit, as to the Sin of Unworthy receiving; and if we do not 
repent of it will as ſurely follow. And can we think it no Sin . 
not to receive at all? It is ſo far otherwiſe, that the worſt of 
us can't be ſo Unworthy and conſequently in ſo great danger 

in receivin 85 as we are and will be in not Tao a at al. 
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abſolute neceſſity to be done; by all that bear the Name of 


| 111) 3 

For if. In not receiving at all, we are guilty of the Breach 
of an expreſe Command; this do in Remembrance of me, 1 
Cop;1 12-24. 

And does God command ? and are we at liberty to obey 
his Commands or not? no certainly, not to do the Will of 
God at all, is as great a Sin, as not to do it as we ought; nay, 
a greater; for by the one we acknowledge the Power of God 
over us, which by the other we do not. How can we think 
that there ſhould be ſo ſevere a Puniſhment threatned for not 
doing a Duty right; and there ſhou'd ſbe no Puniſhment due 
for not doing it at all? be not deceiv'd, but confider the 
Thing well, and you will find it thus; we may be Damn'd 
if we receive Unworthily, and do not repent of it; but we 
mult be damm d if we receive not at all: Would the Corinthians 
think you have ventur'd upon it elſe, no, nor any Man be- 
ſides? He were a Mad-man that would venture his Life where 
there was no neceſſity for it; much more that would hazard 
his Salvation in doing a thing that he might be ſav'd with- 


out, but muſt be Damn d for ever if he miſcarried in it, God | 


forbid, that I ſhould perſwade you to any thing of that nature; 
no; the thing I am preſſing upon you, I know to be of as 


Chriſt, and are of years to underſtand it, as it is to eat and 
drink, to keep us alive; the one as requiſite for the ſtrengtben- 
ing and refreſhing our Souls, as the other for our Bodys, that 
both muſt ſuffer for want of them : And as the intemperate 
uſe of the good Creatures deſign'd for the ſupport of Nature, 
muſt deftroy it; ſuch will the Lord's Supper prove to our 
Souls, if nor rightly receiv'd. It is the ſame with this, as 
with all other Religious Duties: Now I am perſwaded that 
none of you ever thought of not praying at all, for fear of 
not praying as you ought to do; or would look upon it as the 
wiſer and ſafer courſe in any that ſhould do ſo ? And yet the 
caſe is the ſame, both neccflary to be perform'd, and both 
dangerous to be neglected; both commanded by God, and both 
threatned with the ſevereſt Puniſhment if not rigtly diſcharged. 
There is not one of you tho you live never ſo long with- 
out the Sacrament, can die without it ; Now 18 it not very 
5 ſtrange 


% 
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1 (13) 
ſtrange that you ſhould think your ſelves Unworthy all your 
Life long, and yet have no fear of Unwortby receiving at the 
int of Death? that you ſhou'd venture upon it at a time, 


when you are ſue if you are not Worthy you never ſhall have 


another opportunity to repent and amend of it; yet neglect it, 
when you may from time to time fit and prepare your ſelves 
as you ought, and fo great a Work does require? Ido not doubt 
but many that hear me this day, have beheld with what An- 

iſh and Trouble of Mind and Soul their departed Friends 
2 expreſsd themſelves for the neglect of this Duty, as well 
as for receiving it Unwort hily; and yet will we not take War- 
ning? will nothing ſatisfy us but making the Experiment in 
our own Perſons ? Whatever Benefit it may be to any one ona 
Death · bed, who has neglected it all the time before, I can't tell; 
but to me as little ſcems to be expected from it, as fora Man's 
crying, Lord have mercy upon me, at the laſt gaſp; who 
never oflerd up one Petition before, to the Throne of Grace: 
It is indeed a Conviction in both, of the neglect of their Du- 


ty, and a Warning ſufficient to us all, nor to defer what muſt 


be done and Worthily too, or we undone or miſerable for ever: 
you will not think me ſevere in this Sentence, if you are wil- 
ling to prevent it, whilſt you have time and opportunity for 
it; and if you do not, ſure | am you will juſtify me, by con- 
demning your ſelves in the Hour of Death, and at the day of 


Judgment. 


2. To ſhew that the danger is greater in not receiving at 
all than receiving Unwort bily: Conſider that we can't be ſay*d 
without the one, but by the other we may: By often receiving, 
in all probability we may come to be Mort hy at laſt, becauſe 
we make uſe of one of the beſt means in the World to maks 
us ſo; for he muſt be very #nworthy indeed, that can fre- 
quent ſo ſacred and ſolemn an Ordinance, without ſome faber. 
and ſerious Reflections about it; and who knows how far they. 
may work upon him by degrees, and whether they may nat 
by the grace of God bring bim in time to a right ſenſe and 
uſe of it? but never to partake thereof is to put our ſelves out 


_ of all hopes or poiſibility of any Benefit thereby; and fo ex- 


paſe our ſelves ie the juſt, Judgment of God, both. here and 


here- 
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hcreafter. And don't think it is not ſo, becauſe you are not 
afflicted as the Corinthians were; becauſe yon-go from one 
Communion to another un punifh'd ; ſo much the worle ; 
and you have no reaſon to preſume upon it, but rather to be 
troubled for ir, to fear that God ſpares: you here to punith. 
you herafter; it is certainly the ſafeſt way of arguing, and 
that which we can never be miſtaken into any diſadvantage 
or prejudice to our Souls; but we may be deceiv d fo long by 
other inferences, till we are paſt all hopes of recovery. If 
you do not diſcharge your Duty herein as you ought, would 
it not be kindneſs in God to lay ſome Affliction upon you, to 
bring you to a ſenſe of it, rather than ſuffer you to live and 
die in the neglect of it, and be for ever damn'd hereafter, for 
that which might have been prevented by a gentler Correcti- 
on? Was it not better for the Corinthians, think you, that 
Gd laid thoſe Judgments upea tnem, to bring them to a ſenſe 
of their faults? than to have ſuffered them to go on in the 
abuſe and profanation of that holy Myſtery, without any 
check or token of his Diſpleaſure? who doubts it? and what 
was the effect it had upon them? it did not make them give 
over the uſe of the Ordinadee (which it certainly would, had 


they not known, they could not- do it with any ſafety) but 


immediately ro reform the abuſe of it. | | 
So that all that we can learn from the Caſe before us, is, 
that we take Warning how we approach the Lord's Table 
with unpreparedneſs of Heart and Mind : leaſt we provoke 
God to plague us with the like Judgments, and without we 
amend by them, leaſt he Condemn us to everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment; and it God ſo ſeverely puniſh'd the - Corinthians for 
their contempt and abuſe of that ſacred Ordinace, we mult 
never expect to go unpuniſh'd for the total neglect of it, 
which is the greateſt Affront and Contempt we can offer to 
ir, and the great Inſtitutor of it, our bleſſed Lord and Savi- 
our Jeſus Chriſt. 3 Becht! 
And now, my Brethren, if there be any of you that hear 
me this day, who have abſented your ſelves from the Lord's 
Table, for fear of Unwortby receiving, and to avoid the 
danger thereof, l hope, conſidering what you have 2 
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and I think may be aunfyed. in, * the danger is as great, 
nay greater, never to receive at all, then to receive Unwor-_ 
thih,;; that you will continue no longer in that Miſtake, but 


ſuffe r both to have their proper influence upon you; the 


danger of Unworthy receiving, to make you very careful to 
fit and prepare your ſelves for it; and the danger of not re- 
ceiving at all, to beget in you a gult dread and fear of neglect · 
ing it at any time, leaſt you may. never have another Oppor- 
tunity, or God may withdraw: his Grace from you, with- 
out which you can receive with no Benefit or Comfort to your 
Soul: I do believe the dread of Unwort hy receividg has been 
a real Scruple in ſome, and the only impediment in their way 
to the Sacrament; but T hope when they lay iy one againſt 
the other, it will be no more Dis 

There is no dallying a caſe like this, Aber our x Salvation 


lies at ſtake; and where the matter is, whether we ſhall be 


Sav'd or Damn'd: Did we but well weigh this, no Excuſe 
would fatisfie us in the neglect of ſo-neceffary a Duty for our. 
Safety and Happineſs, both here and gh ever; we ſhould la- 


ment every Impediment in our diſcharge thereof, tho it was 


what we could not help ſooner than frame idle Pretences to 
keep from it; idle indeed! for what will ſuch Pretences avail 
you at the Day of Judgment? you will be aſhamed to offer 
them. How will you be able to ſay, we are afraid to do our 
Duty, when you were not afraid to neglect it? think you 
that God will be put off with ſuch Excuſes? or what will you 
be able to anſwer the great Judge, when he ſhall demand of 
you why you were more afraid of the one, then ofthe other? 


why you were leſs concern d in the Omiſſion of that which was 


ſure ro offend him, then in doing that by which you might 
have pleaſed him 7 you muſt be dumb and ſilent, and ſelf-con- 
demn'd at ſuch Queſtions; for their can be no Reaſon given, 
for the neglect of a plain Duty, eſpecially of ſuch a Duty as 
is ſo much the- Intereſt of every Man to perform, who would 

pleaſe God and fave his Soul; and ſuch beyond all Queſtion, 
is the receiving of the Holy Sacrament. 
And therefore I beſeech you, as you tender your, moſt _ 
Precious and Immortal Souls, as you value your preſent and 
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eternal Welfare and Happineſs, as you would eſcape the 
Judgment of God both here and hereafter, ſeriouſly to conſi- 
der what has been ſaid; and whatever you do, to reſolve to 
do your Duty herein; which tho? you may not diſcharge ſo 


f well as you ought at firſt, yet you may have the Grace of God 
ll to repent and amend, and in time become ſo Worthy, as thro? 
1 N the Merits of Chriſt, duly to partake thereof, and of all its 
| Benefits to your preſent Comfort and Satisfaction, as well 
2s tothe future Eternal well-being and Happineſs both of your 
| | Souls and Bodies; which they muſt never expect to enjoy 
who neglect it. . een 


Now to Father, Son and Holy Ghoſ#, three Perſons 
and one God, be aſcribed as is moſt due, all Ha- 
nour, Glory, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, both 
nom and ever, Amen. p51 
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